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ACCESSIONS AND NOTES 



The election of a trustee. 

At the meeting of the Board of Trustees held 
on April 18, 1921, John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
was elected a Trustee in the Class of 1928. 

Membership. At the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees held on April 18, 1921, 
Fellowships in Perpetuity were trans- 
ferred as follows: that of the late Samuel 
Colman, to his son Samuel Colman, Jr.; 
that of the late Bayard Tuckerman, to his 
daughter, May A. Kinnicutt; that of the 
late William Lummis, to Benjamin R. 
Lummis. 

Miss Lily S. Place was elected an Honor- 
ary Fellow for Life. 

The following persons, having qualified 
for membership in their respective classes, 
were elected: 

FELLOWS FOR LIFE 

T. L. Chadbourne 
Victor Morawetz 
Henry H. Rogers 
Mrs. Byam K. Stevens 
Oswald W. Uhl 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 
Harrison Williams 

FELLOWSHIP MEMBER 
Mrs. Harry Harkness Flagler 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Miss Marion Hague 
Hope K. Hodgman 
Maxwell D. Howell 
Albert Milch 
Charles A. Morse 
Stanley Mortimer 
Carl J. Ulmann 
Daniel E. Woodhull 
August R. Zicha 

One hundred and fifty-two persons were 
elected annual members. 

A New Director. Russell A. Plimpton, 
an Assistant Curator in the Department of 
Decorative Arts, has resigned to accept the 



Directorship of the Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts, where he assumed his new duties 
on May 1. Mr. Plimpton, who became 
a member of the staff in 191 5, will be 
greatly missed by his colleagues, who join 
in wishing him the best of success in his 
new position. 

Silver T'ang Cup. In the Shosoin in 
Nara, Japan, where the personal belongings 
of the Emperor Shomu, dedicated by his 
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SILVER CUP, T ANG PERIOD 

widow to the Todaiji temple in 748, have 
been carefully kept, there are certain pieces 
of silver embossed and engraved with de- 
signs of the Chinese T'ang period. These 
are considered to have been brought from 
China, or at all events to have been made 
after Chinese designs. A beautiful silver 
cup lately acquired by the Metropolitan 
Museum is of the same style and workman- 
ship as the pieces in the Shosoin; and as it 
was excavated in China, it seems to throw 
more light on the origin of these pieces. 

It is a four-lobed cup three inches high, 
standing on an inch-high foot. The soft 
metal has been decorated inside with two 
semicircular ornamental bands inclosing 
a diaper ornament minutely tooled; the 
remaining surface is decorated with two 
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small Chinese sitting figures of sages and 
birds and flowers on a finely tooled back- 
ground. The ornaments are partly gilt or 
rather gold-plated. The foot is orna- 
mented on the four sides by a breaking 
wave of gilt. 

The cup is a very charming object which 
testifies to the exquisite taste of this most 
brilliant period of Chinese art and is of the 
greatest rarity. It is shown in Room E 10 
in the case where the beautiful gold jewelry 
of the same period is exhibited; it al- 
lows us to form an idea of the priceless 
treasures kept in the Shosoin which, be- 
cause of the great care with which they 
are kept, are for most travelers very diffi- 
cult to see. 

An Interesting Timepiece. The tall 
maple clock shown in the Room of Recent 
Accessions is a piece of much interest. 
Customarily, the handsomer designs of 
inlay and other decoration have been 
reserved for application to the richer 
mahogany cases. Here is an occasion 
where the case-maker has, perhaps of 
necessity, utilized local material, finely 
selected curly maple, designed the case of 
good form and proportion, and inlaid the 
wood with elaborate holly, ebony, and 
mahogany decoration. The medallion in 
the center bearing the American eagle 
surmounted by eighteen stars would date 
the case after 1812. The face is signed by 
N. Storrs, Utica, New York, who is listed 
among the silversmiths in Hollis French's 
list with the date about 1800. He may 
have made the works and sold the piece 
from his shop. 

Early American Sculpture. Louis 
A. Biddle has lent to the Museum a piece 
of early American sculpture of unusual 
interest. This is a life-sized group, carved 
from wood, which may be properly en- 
titled, "America Crowning the Bust of 
Washington." The piece is unsigned, but 
from internal evidence it may safely be 
attributed to the sculptor William Rush, 
who lived in Philadelphia from 1756 to 

l8 33- 

Rush began his artistic career with the 
carving of figureheads for ships, two of the 



best known of which were the United States 
frigates "United States" and "Constella- 
tion." His artistic temperament led him, 
however, into more ambitious work, of 
which the most famous decorative piece 
was the "Nymph of the Schuylkill," the 
head of which is preserved in Independence 
Hall, Philadelphia. His masterpiece, how- 
ever, is considered to be the life-sized 
standing figure of Washington in Independ- 
ence Hall. All of his work was done in 
wood. 

The statue has been temporarily placed 
in the basement of Wing H, in conjunction 
with American furniture and other decor- 
ative arts. 

American Glass. A number of inter- 
esting pieces of American glass have been 
lent by Miss Minnie I. Meacham and have 
been incorporated into the cases of Amer- 
ican glass in the north balcony of Wing F 
and in the study room of American material 
in the basement of Wing H. Two partic- 
ularly important examples are the child's 
bank of clear white glass made at Millville, 
New Jersey, and the amethyst Stiegel 
bowl — probably a unique piece. These 
pieces may be seen in the case of Jersey 
glass in the north balcony of Wing F. In 
the study room in the basement of Wing 
H a representative group of nineteenth- 
century pressed glass is shown, principally 
Sandwich, but including a number of 
marked pieces from other factories. 

Installation of the Recent Class- 
ical Acquisitions. The incorporation of 
the new classical acquisitions, shown for 
two months in the Room of Recent Acces- 
sions, with their related material has neces- 
sitated a number of changes in the arrange- 
ment of the galleries in the Classical Wing. 
The attention of the public is specially 
called to a new case in the Third Room 
devoted to selected archaic bronzes, and 
to one in the Seventh Room in which are 
exhibited some of our choice Hellenistic 
bronzes. The finest single new accession 
in bronze — the fourth-century athlete — 
has been placed in a small case by itself 
in the Sixth Room. Such segregation of 
the best material not only shows these 
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pieces to advantage, but enables the visitor 
to appreciate at a glance the high standard 
we have now acquired in our collection of 
classical bronzes. Three cases containing 
the new Roman bronzes and the Arretine 
moulds have also been added in the Eighth 
Room; and additional wall cases with mis- 
cellaneous material have been placed in 
the Fourth and Sixth Rooms. The new 
marbles are mostly installed in the Hall of 
Sculpture, except the smaller and more 
precious pieces, such as the archaic head 
of a youth and the statuette of a boxer, 
which have been put in the period rooms. 
Almost every room is rapidly approaching 
the time when it is filled to the limit of its 
capacity, unless we are to forego the feel- 
ing of rest and spaciousness which we have 
tried to attain in the installation of this 
wing. 

In the Room of Japanese Prints. In 
Room H 1 1 the collection of Chinese silk 
tapestries (Kossu) has made room for an 
exhibition of Japanese Surimono prints by 
Gakutei, Hokkei, Hokusai, and other 
masters, which have recently been ac- 
quired by the Museum. Surimonos were 
printed with exceptional care and very 
delightful color effects; they were sent to 
friends to announce important events 
in the family. 

The American Federation of Arts. 
The program of the Twelfth Annual Con- 
vention of The American Federation of 
Arts, to be held in the Corcoran Gallery 
of Art, May 18-20, reveals a breadth of 
possibilities in its main themes: Art and 
the People, The Artist's Point of View, 
Professional Art Problems, Educational 
Work, and The Art Museum. Under 
these main headings such subjects as Art in 
the Home, Art in State Fairs, The Handi- 
crafts — How they can be encouraged, The 
Art Education We Need, and Demonstra- 
tion of Methods of Appreciation of Music 
are treated by speakers well equipped to 
discuss them illuminatingly. An attrac- 
tive group of social events is announced, 
culminating in the reception of the dele- 
gates at the White House by Mrs. Harding. 



The American Association of Mu- 
seums. From the standpoint of museum 
progress it is interesting to note that in 
the program of the Sixteenth Annual Meet- 
ing of The American Association of Mu- 
seums, to be held at Cleveland, May 23 
to 26, an entire session has been assigned 
to the discussion of problems purely 
educational. This session will be devoted 
to the topics: 

Classes in the museum: Shall there be 
a scheduled course of museum in- 
struction? Laid down by school 
authorities or by the museum? Or 
shall the initiative be left to the 
individual teacher? The question 
of credit allowance to pupils and that 
of placing such work in school hours. 
Transportation of classes. Sup- 
port of museum work by school 
authorities. Visual and " tactile" 
instruction. 

The teacher and the museum: Meth- 
ods of holding interest of teachers. 
Museum courses for teachers; co- 
ordination with classroom work; 
academic credit; work with Normal 
Schools. 

Motion pictures as a special phase 
of educational work in museums: 
Sources of films; character of films; 
place in educational work. 

Such a program clearly indicates the 
rapid advance of museums as educational 
institutions and their incalculable value 
as educational agencies in association with 
public schools. The session will be at- 
tended by representatives of museums of 
all kinds: art, science, history, etc., and a 
member of the staff* of The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art will preside. 

The other sessions of this annual gather- 
ing are devoted to general museum work 
and problems. Among the papers we 
find such suggestive titles as The Museum 
Conscience, Museum Courtesy, Manage- 
ment of Museum Publications, Relation of 
Museums to Summer Camps, Nature Cam- 
ouflage — the Link between Zoology and 
Art. 
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